
  

CORRECTIONAL AND HOLDING FACILITIES  
IN NEVADA COUNTY 

 
 

REASON FOR INVESTIGATION 
 

California Penal Code Section 919(b) requires “The grand jury shall inquire into the 
condition and management of the public prisons within the county.”  The Nevada County 
Grand Jury defines public prisons as any adult or juvenile correction or detention facility 
within the county.  

 
 

PROCEDURE FOLLOWED 
 

The Grand Jury inspected the Wayne Brown Correctional Facility (WBCF), the Nevada 
County Courthouse Holding Facility, and the Sheriff Substation at Truckee.  The Grand Jury 
interviewed the Nevada County Sheriff and the management and staff responsible for the 
operations of each facility.  The Grand Jury reviewed various documents requested from 
these facilities. 

 
 

FINDINGS 
 

General 
1. Nevada County crime statistics for 2002 are down from 2001 in all categories with 

the exception of assaults and vehicle theft. 
 Robbery -54%  

Rape  -42% 
Homicide  -33% 
Burglary -13% 
Larceny -13% 
Vehicle Theft +33% 
Assault +  7% 

 
2. Average overtime in the sheriff’s department for 2002, by sergeants and deputies, was 

eight hours per two-week pay period.   
 
3. Per the Sheriff’s office, video conferencing is available at the WBCF to use for court 

hearings and arraignments.  Although statistics are not kept on usage, the Grand Jury 
was informed that the courts located in Nevada City seldom use it.  Video 
arraignments are requested and scheduled an average of two to three times a week by 
the bailiff at the Truckee court. 

 
4. Prisoners held at the Wayne Brown Correctional Facility must be transported to 

courthouses in either Nevada City or Truckee for court appearances and trials. 
 
5. WBCF staff members have the responsibility for transporting inmates as needed. 



  

 
Wayne Brown Correctional Facility 

1. The facility was found to be clean and well maintained.  It has received 
commendation in the California Board of Corrections’ (BOC) inspection report dated 
July 3, 2002. 

 
2. At the time of inspection, there was an increased female inmate population.  

Appropriate housing for this group required careful planning by facility management 
to maintain separation of inmates by gender and classification. 

 
3. Based on the information supplied by the jail commander, the facility design has the 

flexibility to manage the space available to support the present needs of the county. 
 
4. Inmates are provided with medical care under contract with California Forensic 

Medical Group.  Dental care is available as needed. 
 

5. The Grand Jury was told staffing level continues to be below the level recommended 
by the BOC. 

 
Truckee Sheriff Substation 

1. The substation has completed its first year of operation following the establishment of 
the Town of Truckee Police Department on September 1, 2001. 

 
2. The substation is a Type 1 facility that can house inmates for a maximum of 96 hours 

excluding weekends and holidays. 
 

3. Staff morale is reported to be very good despite tight scheduling of personnel, which 
requires the use of overtime.  

 
4. The shortage of female correction officers has been resolved. 

 
5. As of February 28, 2003, no decision had been made concerning the utilization of an 

unoccupied area of 2,300 square feet created by the downsizing of the sheriff’s staff 
when the Town of Truckee Police Department began operations. 

 
6. The substation needs staff locker rooms, additional storage, and more office space 

than is currently allocated. 
 

Nevada County Courthouse Holding Facility 
1. The holding facility was built in 1964 and constructed based on the older technology 

of linear jails.  It is clean and previously reported discrepancies have been repaired.  
 
2. The Sheriff’s department launched an intensive investigation into the cause of the 

prisoner escape at the Nevada City County Courthouse on June 3, 2002.  Conditions 
and/or procedures that could be a source of possible problems were identified, 
remedies were developed and implemented by staff training. 

 



  

3. Radio communications between the courthouse staff and the sheriff’s department, 
which had been a factor in the June 2002 escape, have been upgraded and 
standardized. 

 
4. Due to a change in state law, bailiffs in criminal courts have been replaced with 

deputy sheriffs. 
 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
 

1. The Grand Jury continues to be concerned about adequate staffing at all facilities 
should absences decrease the number of personnel available. 

 
2. The courthouse holding facility, though sufficient for temporary housing of inmates 

for court appearances and trials, is inefficient and obsolete in its layout. 
 
3. A court complex adjacent to WBCF would eliminate much of the transporting of 

inmates and provide better utilization of officers now being used as drivers. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

1. The Board of Supervisors, Superior Courts, the Sheriff’s Department, and other 
appropriate county agencies should study the future construction of a court complex 
adjacent to WBCF.  Although budget constraints currently may prohibit construction, 
it is time for proactive planning to accommodate the county’s continuing growth and 
to improve the efficient utilization of personnel and resources. 

 
2. With a year’s worth of information concerning the level of activity at the Truckee 

substation, the staffing level should be reviewed to assure adequate coverage without 
excessive overtime.  

 
3. The Truckee substation should be allowed to expand into the vacant 2,300 square-

foot-area in the present building to accommodate locker rooms, office space, break 
room, and secure storage. 

 
 

REQUIRED RESPONSES 
 

Board of Supervisors due by July 29, 2003 
 
Sheriff due by June 30, 2003 
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