
CORRECTIONAL AND HOLDING FACILITIES  
IN NEVADA COUNTY 

 
 
 
 

REASON FOR INVESTIGATION 
 

California Penal Code Section 919(b) requires: “The grand jury shall inquire into the condition 
and management of the public prisons within the county.”  The Nevada County Grand Jury 
defines public prisons as any adult or juvenile correction or detention facility within the county.  

 
 

PROCEDURE FOLLOWED 
 

The Grand Jury inspected the Wayne Brown Correctional Facility (WBCF), the Nevada County 
Courthouse Holding Facility, the Sheriff Substation at Truckee and the Carl F. Bryan II Juvenile 
Detainment Center.  The Grand Jury interviewed the Nevada County Sheriff and the 
management and staff responsible for the operations of each facility.  The Grand Jury reviewed 
various documents requested from these facilities. 
 
The Grand Jury visited Carl F. Bryan II Juvenile Detainment Center, no report will be issued at 
this time. 

 
 

FINDINGS 
 

Wayne Brown Correctional Facility 
1. The WBCF was opened in 1992 and designed to accommodate 223 inmates - 7 females, 216 

males, and 5 medical cells. 
 
2. Since its construction, the number of female inmates held at the facility has been increasing 

and is currently averaging 20 to 30.  At the time of the inspection, WBCF had a total 
population of 166 inmates - 145 males, and 21 females. 

 
3. All inmates are assigned to housing units and activities using California Code of Regulations 

(CCR) Title 15 Classification Plan.  Classification is based on sex, age, criminal 
sophistication, seriousness of crime charged, physical or mental health needs, assaultive/non-
assaultive behavior and other criteria which will provide for the safety of the inmates and 
staff.  Housing unit assignments are accomplished to the extent possible within the limits of 
the available number of distinct housing units or cells in the facility. 

 
4. Due to space limitations and the current numerous inmate classifications requirements, the 

female population is being housed in the minimum-security dormitory style area of the 
WBCF.   



 
5. The staff of WBCF has initiated an in-house training academy for new correctional officers. 

This training, which meets the state standards, has reduced the expense of training and has 
been made available to neighboring counties. 

 
Truckee Substation 
1. The substation is used to house persons arrested in the Truckee area and inmates who are 

transported daily from WBCF for appearance before the Truckee Courts.  By law, this 
facility may hold inmates for a maximum of 96 hours, excluding weekends and holidays. 

 
2. Part of the substation has been remodeled to utilize an unoccupied area of 2,300 square feet, 

created by the downsizing of the Sheriff’s staff when the Town of Truckee Police 
Department began operations.  The remodeled area houses a branch office of Nevada County 
Adult and Family Services agency also, a new locker room and storage area for Sheriff’s 
personnel. 

 
3. Inmates are transferred in and out of the substation through an open and non-secured carport 

at the rear of the facility.  This carport, which has no security fencing, faces the front door, 
driveway, and parking lot for the Truckee branch of the Nevada County library and the 
Joseph Center, where the courtrooms are located.  

 
Nevada County Courthouse Holding Facility 
1. The Sheriff’s department has changed to a new communications system throughout Nevada 

County.  Older radios are in current use at the courthouse and allow for communication 
within the building, but are incompatible with the new system operating outside the building.   

 
2. The assignment of a new frequency for use inside the courthouse is needed before the new 

compatible radios can be used.  Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials, 
International (APCO) has recently designated several frequencies for the internal 
communications testing.  Upon completion of testing, the new radios will be put into service. 

 
3. The Facility in the Courthouse holds inmates transported from WBCF for court appearances 

and has an adequate number of cells to maintain separation of inmates by classification. 
 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
 
1. The mix of inmates at WBCF has changed since its construction.  This makes the existing 

housing facilities inadequate to meet the CCR Title 15 Classification Plan. 
 
2. Although Truckee Substation is satisfactory for its intended use, there is concern regarding 

officer and public safety as well as prisoner escape when transferring inmates in and out of 
the facility. 

 
3. The current communications gap at the Nevada County Courthouse Holding Facility causes a 

void in the law enforcement countywide communication system. 



RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1. The Board of Supervisors and the Sheriff should expend every effort to see that the changing 

mix of housing needs at WBCF are in compliance with CCR Tile 15. 
 
2. The Board of Supervisors and the Sheriff must begin making plans for the long-term 

expansion of WBCF to meet the future requirements. 
 
3. In the interest of public safety, the Board of Supervisors and the Sheriff, must ensure that the 

open carport at the Truckee Substation be secured with a physical barrier. 
 
4. The Sheriff should have the new Nevada County Courthouse Holding Facility radios placed 

into service as soon as the frequency testing is completed. 
 
 

RESPONSES REQUIRED 
 
The Nevada County Board of Supervisors - September 27, 2004 
Nevada County Sheriff - August 27, 2004 
 
 































This document was created with Win2PDF available at http://www.daneprairie.com.
The unregistered version of Win2PDF is for evaluation or non-commercial use only.

http://www.daneprairie.com



	CORRECTIONAL AND HOLDING FACILITIES
	IN NEVADA COUNTY
	
	
	Wayne Brown Correctional Facility
	Truckee Substation
	Nevada County Courthouse Holding Facility
	CONCLUSIONS
	RECOMMENDATIONS
	RESPONSES REQUIRED





